
Minutes  

Select Board Meeting 
Town of Coventry 

Monday December 5,2022 
This meeting was recorded on Zoom and then posted to YouTube. The 
link to the Town’s YouTube channel is at www.coventryvt.org. 
 
Board Members Present 
Scott Briere, Chair 
David Gallup 
Phil Marquette 
 
 
Town Officials Present 
David Barlow, Treasurer  
Matt Maxwell, Town Administrator 
Kerry Keement, Justice of the Peace 
Deb Tanguay, Town Clerk 
 
 
Public Present 
Doreen Hill 
Dean Hill 
Guest #1 
 
 
 
 
1. Order 
Matt called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm. Persons present 
introduced themselves.  
 
2. Changes or Additions to the Agenda 
None 
 
3. Allow for public comment 
 
 
None

http://www.coventryvt.org/


4. Town Meeting 2023 
The Board stated that this year Coventry will have an in person 
Town Meeting at the Community Center on the first Tuesday in 
March.  All nominations and voting for town business will take 
place from the floor that day.  The Board does intend to include 
an article in the warning that would allow for Australian Ballot 
for future Town Meetings.  

 
5. Town Report Dedication 
The Town administrator will be accepting recommendation for the 
dedication page of the 2023 Town Report.  Matt will bring 
recommendations to the board for approval. 
 
6. Naming of Town Highways 23 and 44 
There was a discussion between board members about what to name Town 
Highway 23, located near Hancock Hill.  Scott made the motion to name Town 
Highway 23, Gap View Road.  Dave G seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous.  Phil shared an email from the State of Vermont on why Town 
Highway 44 cannot be named Cook’s Road.  Doreen Hill, a Coventry Resident 
who lives on Town Highway 44, stated that emergency vehicles can in fact 
pass through the road.  There was some discussion on whether it was just 
larger vehicles that could make it down the road or if cars could also 
traverse it safely.  Doreen and the board went back and forth on this with 
the consensus being cars could make it down the road, but it would not be 
recommended.  Dave G suggested North Cook Road as a name and asked Phil if 
the dispatchers for emergency services had an opinion on what the road 
should be named.  Phil stated he had not heard from the dispatchers, but he 
had been in contact with the State E911 Board.  Phil made the motion to 
name Town Highway 44, # Forty- Four Road.  Scott made the second and the 
vote was unanimous.  Doreen Hill asked that with the name change will her 
address number change as well.  Phil replied that it would and that the 
number would be based on the distance down the road that the dwelling is 
located.  The discussion then went to how the road would be maintained.  If 
the town has no intention of changing the classification from 4 to 3, 
Doreen Hill believed the town should still provide some kind of maintenance 
because it is a town ordinance that allows ATV’s to use the road.  Doreen 
asked why some sections of Class 4 roads in Town receive maintenance.  Dave 
G replied that he is required by state statue to maintain hydrologically 
connected road segments even if they occur on a class 4 roadway. Scott B 
asked if there would be any benefit to the town giving up the road.  Phil 
stated that as a class 4 road it is up the select board to determine what 
type of maintenance it receives.  Scott B stated that the board would be 
tabling discussion of #Forty – Four Road until the next meeting, at which 
point an updated version of the town’s class 4 road policy will be 
presented. 
 
7. Discontinuation of Town Highway 62 
The discussion on Town Highway 62 pertained to whether the town 

should give up the road as it does not lead to anywhere.  Dave 
G was opposed to the discontinuation as it would mean giving up 
public land adjacent to the falls.  Scott asked if there was 
confusion with the 911 addresses on Town Highways 62 and 37.  
Dave G mentioned that TH 37 runs close to the river and also 
contains some scenic public land.  No decision was made on Town 



Highway 62 and it will be discussed again at the next meeting.  
 

 
 
8. Budgets and Appropriations 
Matt M reminded all town departments to have their budget numbers 
submitted by December 15th.   
 
 
9. Other Business 
The board was made aware of an increase in price for the services 
provided by the Orleans County Sheriff.  There was a letter from the 
Sheriff explaining the reasons for the increase.  The board was 
provided with proposed budget from Orleans County and Matt will 
attend the meeting on Tuesday with other County officials. 
 
10. Approval of Minutes 
Scott made the motion to accept the minutes of 11-21-2022.  Dave 
made the second and the vote was unanimous. 
 
11. Warrants 
Phil made the motion to approve the warrants.  Dave G made the 
second and the vote was unanimous. 
 
 
12. Adjourn 
Dave G made the motion to adjourn.  Scott made the second and the 
vote was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 6:57pm. 
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